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opinion that a large class of cases of dyspepsia are due to nervous debility 
affecting the muscular apparatus of tlic stomach; indeed, he would divide 
all cases into those due to this cause and those owing to defective secretion. 
For this former class of cases he considers strychnia the foremost medicinal 
remedy; indeed, he says it is almost a specific for relaxation of the gastric 
muscular fibres. 


The Treatment of Basedow’s Disease. —Prof. Germain See (La France 
Midicale, Nov. 18) states that the only treatment he has seen succeed in ex¬ 
ophthalmic goitre, is hydrotherapy combined with the administration of the 
tincture of veratrum viride. He says, “ If the opinion I have given rela¬ 
tively to the paralysis of the vagi as the mechanism of the palpitations be 
the more correct one, the palpitations ought to give way under the influence 
of veratrum viride; and this is the case, the action of veratrum viride is 
comparable to that of digitalis, without the inconvenience of increasing 
vascular pressure. I prescribe the tincture to the amount of ten, then 
twelve, and finally up to twenty drops a day, divided into three or four 
doses, and continue this medication for many weeks or montlis. I have 
seen definitely cured by this method, (1) a young woman who had presented 
the three characteristic symptoms since fifteen years, and who had given up 
all treatment for three years; (2) a young woman attacked at the age of 
seventeen with palpitations and hypertrophy of the thyroid gland; (8) a case 
of exophthalmus with palpitations.” 

Dr. See’s success with other methods has certainly been less than that of 
many others, and his wholesale skepticism ought not to be generally adopted 
by the profession. Almost every case of this disease iB a study in itself, and 
routine therapeutics should have no place in its management. 


Anesthetics. —At the meeting of the French Association for the 
Advancement of Sciences last year, M. Rabuteau read a paper on the action 
of anaesthetics, the conclusions of which, as given in L' Union MSdicale, 
Oct 15, are as follows: 

1. The ethers have an action on vegetable organisms destructive to life; 
but the germinative property is not destroyed, though germination may be 
a little retarded. 

2. The action of ether is different on cold and warm-blooded animals. If 
we put simultaneously under a bell glass a frog, a guinea-pig, and a sponge 
saturated with acetic ether, the guinea-pig survives, but the frog succumbs 
after a variable but always very short time. If we inject acetic ether under 
the skin of a guinea-pig there is no ansesthesia produced, but it occurs if we 
put him under a bell-glass. M. Rabuteau explains these facts as follows: 
the warm-blooded animal decomposes the ether while the frog does not; 
whence the division into two classes of the ethers: those that are modified 
in the organism and those that are not modified. It should be stated here, 
in passing, that white wine owes its heady properties to the ether it contains. 

8. There are some ethers, the trichloracetates, that have the property of 
suppressing the sensibility without abolishing motion. They may have per- 
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liaps a useful application in obstetrics. It is needful, nevertheless, to make 
a judicious selection, keeping in mind that the ethers of the ethylic alcohol 
are inoffensive. 


Cerebral Accidents prom Iodide op Potassium. —At the session 
of the Societfe de Biologie, Jan. 4 (Rep. in Progrh Med.), M. Hallopeau 
gave an account of the case of a syphilitic patient, thirty years of age, who 
had been for a long time under treatment with iodide of potash. lie'had 
first a purpura hemorrhagica followed by an alternate hemiplegia, which M. 
Hallopeau believed could be attributed to a hemorrhage due to the action of 
the iodide. Particulars not given. 


Therapeutic Uses op the Bromides. —Rosenthal, in an article ( Wien, 
med. Presse, 1878, No. 4fi) on therapeutics, speaks thus of the bromides: 

Bromide of potassium, on account of the adynamia of the heart which it 
sometimes causes, must frequently be suspended. In addition to weakness, 
retardation, and irregularity of cardiac action, the bromide of potassium, in 
, large and long-continued doses, may give rise to preecordial pain and mental 
disturbance. Bromide of potassium, although it occasionally improves the 
appetite to a marked degree, yet more frequently disturbs digestion when 
this is not originally strong. In such cases it should be taken at meal-times, 
or after draughts of milk, which preserves the stomach from irritation. 
Bromide of sodium is a milder preparation, more easily borne by the stomach; 
it is therefore preferable in ihe case of nervous women, of old people, and 
of children, since it has a salty taste, not in itself unwelcome to children. 
Rosenthal mixes the powdered bromide of sodium to the amount of % to 1 
gramme (7 % to 15 grains) with bread-crumb, and thus smuggles it in, so to 
speak, as part of the food. He employs it in various nervous affections, as 
convulsions, laryngismus, nightmare, and disturbed sleep, giving it once or 
more daily. The chief objection to the bromide of sodium is its too ready 
deliquescence. Where enough cannot be given in the form of small pills, 
it may be given in powders, making up only enough for one or two days, or 
in solution with syrup. 

Bromide of ammonium is a more stable preparation. It has a salty 
ammoniacal taste in solution, which may be disguised by syrup of orange- 
peel. Rosenthal has given it in doses of 0 or 8 grammes ( 3 iss. to 3 ii.) daily, 
for months at a time, without mishaps. It acts well in epilepsy, whooping- 
cough, spasm of the glottis, and spastic laryngismus (in children as well as 
in hysterical persons), but no better than the other bromides. Brominaled 
camphor, os appears from researches upon animals, affects the heart’s action, 
and respiration, and the temperature, reducing them. Its formula is C J0 His 
Br. O, and it occurs in white crystals. It is not to be confounded with 
Laurent’s “ bromkampher ,” which occurs in red rhombic crystals, and the 
formula of which is Ci 0 Hi 6 Br. 2 O. It is useful in the milder forms of epi¬ 
lepsy and in alcoholic trembling; but Rosenthal does not consider it equal 
to the bromides of potassium and sodium. As an antidote to strychnia it 
has proved valuable given in doses of 1 to 2 grammes (15 to 30 grains) twice 



